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Missing from the Museum 
 

Brave Little Company  Grades 4-8 

ABOUT THE RESIDENCY  
Missing from the Museum combines visual art, theatre, and history in a unique audience-driven adventure. 
Created in a nationwide collaboration among four theatres, this interactive mystery develops students' 
observational skills, creative expression, and understanding of history as they meet female artists throughout 
history and around the world. Students will be drawn in by the chance to follow clues, solve puzzles, and rescue 
lost artworks. 
 
Package Includes: 12 two hours sessions, scheduling flexibility, mixture of video and extension activities, and a 
virtual experience to share student work.  
 
TEKS (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills):                                                         

 Art Lang. 
Arts 

Math Social 
Studies 

The Students Will: 
*Practice positive listening skills. 
*Demonstrate reading comprehension skills. 
*Engage in original writing. 
*Practice problem solving. 
*Research 
*Analyze artwork. 
 

4 4..1, 2, 3, 4 4.1, 11, 12, 13 4.1 4.19, 21, 22 

5 5.1, 2, 3, 4 5.1, 11, 12, 13 5.1 5.21, 23, 26 

6 6. 1, 2, 3, 4 6.1, 2, 9, 11, 12 6.1 6.13, 16, 19, 21, 22 

7 7. 1, 2, 3, 4 7.1, 2, 9,10, 11, 12 7.1 7.20, 22, 23 

8 8. 1, 2, 3, 4 8.1, 2, 9, 10, 11, 12 8.1 8.23, 26, 29, 30, 31 

 
STAAR (State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness): 

Writing Grade 4 Reporting 
Category 1 

Writing Grade 7 Reporting 
Category 1 

 

The Students Will: 
* Demonstrate an ability to compose a variety of written texts with a 
  clear, central idea; coherent organization; sufficient development; and 
  effective use of language and conventions. 
 

 
 
Academic Vocabulary: 
Elements of art *  Line, shape, color, texture, form, space, and value  

 
• Line—A point moving in space. 
• Shape—An enclosed space, a bounded two-dimensional form that has both length 

and width.  
• Color—Light waves are reflected from objects to your eyes. Color is described as 

having hues, intensity, value, tints, shades and other qualities. 
• Texture—The perceived surface quality of a work of art, an element of two-

dimensional and three-dimensional designs.  
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• Form—A three-dimensional object in space, or  the physical nature of an artwork. 
• Space—The emptiness or area between, around, above, below, or within objects. 

Positive Space is the shapes or forms of interest. Negative Space is the empty space 
between the shapes or forms. 3-D Space can be defined as the space over, under, 
through, behind, and around a form. 

• Value—The visible lightness or darkness of a color.  
 

Principles of design * Emphasis, repetition/pattern, movement/rhythm, contrast/variety, balance, proportion, 
and unity 
 

• Emphasis—The coexistence of dominant and subordinate elements to draw the eye 
around the interior of a design. 

• Repetition/pattern—Repeated elements throughout a design. 
• Movement/rhythm—The suggestion of motion within a design. Like a dance it will 

have a flow of objects that will seem to be like the beat of music. 
• Contrast/variety--The arrangement of opposite elements (light vs. dark colors, 

rough vs. smooth textures, large vs. small shapes, etc.) in a piece so as to create 
visual interest, excitement and drama. 

• Balance—The distribution of elements of the design. Balance is a visual 
interpretation of gravity in the design. Large, dense elements appear to be heavier 
while smaller elements appear to be lighter. You can balance designs in three ways: 
symmetrical balance, asymmetrical balance, and discordant or off-balance. 

• Proportion—Proportion and scale are two related design principles. Proportion 
refers to the size relationship that parts of the design have to each other and to the 
design as a whole. On a small scale, an example of proportion is the size of a chair’s 
legs to its back or seat. 

• Unity—A design that gives elements the same structure, rules or look. The goal is to 
create something that feels like a consistent whole with each element. 
 

Empathy * The ability to understand and share the feelings of another. 
 

Clear-sighted * Thinking clearly and sensibly; insightful and showing good judgment. 
 

Masterpiece * A work of outstanding artistry, skill, or workmanship. 
 

Sculpture * A three-dimensional work of art 
 

Incinerate * Destroy something by burning. 
 

Illuminated script * A manuscript in which the text is supplemented with decoration, such as initials, borders 
and miniature illustrations. 
 

Anonymous * A person not identified by name or someone having an unknown name. 
 

Miniature  * A thing that is much smaller than normal, especially a small replica or model. 
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Collage * A piece of art made by sticking various different materials such as photographs and pieces 

of paper or fabric on to a backing. 
 

Anagram  * A word, phrase, or name formed by rearranging the letters of another, such as “seat,” 
formed from “teas.” 
 

 
 
Featured Artists: Life Span Most Famous Work Notes 
Sofonisba Anguissola (1532?-1625) Portrait painter, 

including of King 
Phillip II 

She was an Italian Renaissance painter born 
in Cremona to a relatively poor noble family. 
She received a well-rounded education that 
included the fine arts, and her apprenticeship 
with local painters set a precedent for 
women to be accepted as students of art. 
 

Hildegard of Bingen  (1098-1179) Religious works, such 
as “Vision of Divine 
Love” and “The Cycle 
of the Seasons.  

A nun, also known as Saint Hildegard and the 
Sibyl of the Rhine, she was a German 
Benedictine abbess, writer, composer, 
philosopher, Christian mystic, visionary, and 
polymath. She is one of the best-known 
composers of sacred monophony, as well as 
the most-recorded in modern history. She has 
been considered by many in Europe to be the 
founder of scientific natural history in 
Germany. 
 

Ima Hogg, Arts Patron  (1882-1975) An avid art collector, 
who owned works by 
Picasso, Klee, and 
Matisse, among 
others. 

Known as "The First Lady of Texas", she was 
an American society leader, philanthropist, 
patron and collector of the arts, and one of 
the most respected women in Texas during 
the 20th century. Hogg donated hundreds of 
pieces of artwork to Houston's Museum of 
Fine Arts and served on a committee to plan 
the Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C.  
 

Edmonia Lewis  (1844?-1907?) Sculptor, Death of 
Cleopatra 

Nicknamed "Wildfire,” she was an American 
of mixed African American and Native 
American heritage. Born free in Upstate New 
York, she worked for most of her career in 
Rome, Italy. She was the first Black American 
sculptor to achieve national and then 
international prominence. 
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Harriet Powers  (1837-1910) Folk art and quilts, 
0nly two of her quilts 
are known to have 
survived: Bible Quilt 
1886 and Pictorial 
Quilt 1898. 

Born into slavery in rural Georgia, she used 
traditional applique techniques to record 
local legends, Bible stories, and 
astronomical events on her quilts, which are 
considered among the finest examples of 
nineteenth-century Southern quilting. Her 
work is on display at the National Museum of 
American History in Washington, D.C. and the 
Museum of Fine Arts in Boston. 
 

Josefa Sanroman & 
Juliana Sanroman  

19th Century Paintings, such as 
Interior del estudio 
de un artista (Interior 
of an artist’s studio) 
and Sala de musica 
(Music room) 
 

Through their works, the Sanromán sisters, 
from Mexico, questioned and surpassed the 
traditional place relegated to women in the 
artistic field, such as being the muse, the 
object of inspiration, the ornate or in the 
domestic sphere. Especially in self-portraits, 
they showed women capable of creative work 
of high quality. 
 

Mary J. Greenfield 
Smith  

(1829-?) Embroidery: Sampler A pupil at what is now St. Frances Academy, 
the first Roman Catholic society for women of 
African descent in America created by the 
Oblate Sisters of Providence. There she 
learned skills beyond what was required of 
servants, mastering not just hemming and 
linen-making, but a craft reserved for 
successful white women: Embroidery. 
 

Elisabeth Vigee-LeBrun  (1755-1842) Portraits, such as 
Self-Portrait with 
Straw Hat 

Born in France, her artistic style can be 
classified as Rococo, but is aligned with the 
emergence of Neoclassicism. She served as 
portrait painter to Marie Antoinette and 
enjoyed the patronage of European 
aristocrats, actors, and writers, and was 
elected to art academies in ten cities. She 
created some 660 portraits and 200 
landscapes. Her works are in private 
collections, as well as major museums. 
 

Anna Waser  (1678-1714) Painter, including 
Self-Portrait 

Born in Zurich, she became a pupil of Joseph 
Werner, and for many years was his only 
female pupil.  Her father, Johann Rudolf 
Waser, a baliff and educated man promoted 
the talent of his daughter. He had her trained 
as a painter, despite all social conventions. 
She received many portrait commissions and, 
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at 21 years old, was appointed by Count 
Wilhelm Moritz von Solms-Braunfels as court 
painter to his castle. 
 

Xue Susu  (1564-1650) Paintings, including 
Girl Playing a Jade 
Flute, a self-portrait 

 A Chinese courtesan known as one of the 
"Eight Great Courtesans of the Ming 
Dynasty", she was an accomplished painter 
and poet, and was noted for her skill at 
mounted archery. 
 

 
 
 
CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS: 
 
Before the performance 

• Have you ever visited a museum? 
• What did you see there? 
• What did you like? 

 
After the performance: 

• What did you learn about from this experience? 
• Write, draw, tell, sing, dance, or act out your favorite part. 

 
Language Arts:  
 

• Read more about a favorite artist. 
• Write a story or poem to go with a favorite work of art.  
• Make as many small words as you can from the letters in “museum.” Ideas: sum, sue, mum, muse,  

 

e m m s u u 
 

 
 
 
Math:  
 

• Write an original math problem, using ideas from the residency.  
• Estimate, then calculate the ages of the artists when they died. 
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Social Studies: 
 

• On a map, find the birthplaces of all the artists. 
• Find out what else was happening in history and culture during the lifetime of one or more of the artists.  
• Find out what different kinds of museums exist in your town.   

 
 
 
 
 
Science:  
 

• Study “Color Theory.”  
• Find out some art, such as Trompe-l'œil, fool the eye. 
• Find out how colored paint mixes differently from colored light.  
• Study how the eye sees light, color and other qualities.  

 
 
 
 
Resources: 
 
https://houstonpbs.pbslearningmedia.org/search/?q=museum%20lessons&page=1 
 
http://legacyexchange.smarttech.com/search.html?q=museums&subject=All+subjects&grade=All+grades&region=
en_US 
 
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/videos/teaching-content/virtual-field-trip-smithsonians-national-museum-
american-history-decoding-history-39-clues/  
 

 

 
 
ABOUT THE ARTIST: 
Brave Little Company is theatre for everyone. They create works about, with, and for kids and their grown-ups, 
reflecting Houston’s diversity and empowering children to create art on their own. 
 


